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Uzbekistan more than any other country in the area is likely to play a
critical role in shaping Central Asia's future. Situated at the heart of the
region and sharing borders with all the other Central Asian states,
Uzbekistan is the most powerful and populous of the new states of
Central Asia. In this volume, the historical origins of Uzbekistan are
explored and the range of political, economic and social challenges
faced by the country since independence is charted. Particular attention
is given to the emergence of highly authoritarian politics in the country
and the implications of this
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