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From the time of Lincoln's nomination for the presidency until his
assassination, John G. Nicolay served as the Civil War president's chief
personal secretary. Nicolay became an intimate of Lincoln and probably
knew him as well as anyone outside his own family. Unlike John Hay,
his subordinate, Nicolay kept no diary, but he did write several
memoranda recording his chief's conversation that shed direct light on
Lincoln. In his many letters to Hay, to his fiancee, Therena Bates, and to
others, Nicolay often describes the mood at the White House as well as
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events there. He also expr


