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This book by Rodrigo Eduardo de Souza Alves delves into the
compliance and integrity programs within the Brazilian Army,
examining the ethical and legal frameworks that govern military
conduct. Utilizing Niklas Luhmann's systems theory and
anthropological perspectives, the author explores the complex
relationships between military and civilian spheres, focusing on issues
such as loyalty, reporting channels, and anti-corruption measures. The
work highlights the challenges and potential reforms needed to foster
transparency and accountability in military governance. It is aimed at
academics, military personnel, and policymakers interested in
understanding and improving the interaction between military systems
and societal norms.
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Human rights are a central common denominator in global politics but
they often only fulfil this function if cultural relativity is ignored. In this
volume, we use the example of the human right to freedom of religion
(Universal Declaration of Human Rights, Art. 18) to show that human
rights are rooted in Latin-European concepts and are therefore
culturally relative. We discuss this relativity with regard to
interpretations of religious freedom in Buddhist, Hindu, Islamic and
Christian cultures. These examples demonstrate that our
understanding of human rights is merely a product of negotiation. This,
in turn, has enormous consequences for politics: We cannot assume
that cultures which do not share Latin-European concepts, that are
closely linked to Christian ideas, will adopt the human rights concepts
without revision. The Declaration of Human Rights is therefore not a
gquasi-metaphysical foundation of politics, as we might wish, but the
result of committed negotiation processes. Only an understanding of
human rights that integrates the fundamental differences in the history
and justifications of the freedom of religion into the political debate is
capable of establishing a consensus on the validity of human rights.



