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Montfort Castle, located in the western Galilee, was the principal
fortress of the Teutonic Order, one of the three great military orders of
the Crusader period. It was built in the early thirteenth century and
occupied and dismantled by the Mamluk army in 1271. It is among the
finest examples of Crusader spur castles. This present volume includes
discussions by 23 scholars, experts in their fields, in 28 chapters
covering every aspect of past and recent scholarship on the history of
the Teutonic Order and the castle, travellers’ descriptions, the
architecture, the geographical setting, the material culture of the
garrison, and detailed descriptions of the 1926 archaeological
expedition to Montfort and the ongoing work of the Montfort Castle
Project. Winner of the 2017 Verbruggen prize , awarded annually by the
De Re Militari society for the best book on medieval military history.
The awarding committee stated that the volume offers ‘a through
exploration of all the sources, archaeological and literary, relating to an
important site. A model for future work.’ Contributors are Laura Aiello,
Zohar Amar, Tamar Backner, Adrian J. Boas, Nativ Dudai, Rafael Frankel,
Jonathan J. Gottlieb, Lydia Perelis Grossowicz, Timothy B. Husband,
Nurith Kenaan-Kedar, Rabei G. Khamisy, Robert Kool, Dorit Korngreen,
Rafael Lewis, Nili Liphschitz, Cecilia Luschi, Lisa Pilosi, Mary B. Shepard,
Vardit Shotten-Hallel, Kristjan Toomaspoeg, Andrea Wähning, David
Whitehouse, and Mark Wypyski.
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Scholars of credit markets have long focused on banks, but pre-
modern as well as modern economies often relied on non-bank credit.
This edited volume brings together international examples from across
history that highlight how guilds, innkeepers, moneylenders, notaries,
networks of family members and friends, and religious institutions –
among others – mobilized credit before and even along banks. The
volume operationalizes a common terminology and set of questions to
allow for comparisons between the wide range of bank and non-bank
credit arrangements across the globe and across time. It will be of
interest to financial and economic historians, economists, and many
other scholars in the humanities and social sciences. Christiaan van
Bochove is associate professor of economic and social history at
Utrecht University. He is interested in how financial markets provided
their functions when banks were either absent or not serving the
majority of society. His research focuses on early modern and modern
financial markets in the Netherlands and has been published, among
others, in The Journal of Economic History and The Economic History
Review. Juliette Levy is associate professor of history at the University
of California, Riverside and affiliated faculty at Centro de Investigación
y Docencia Económica (CIDE) in Mexico, where she co-directs MX.
digital, a data digitization project of historical Mexican statistics. Her
research explores pre-banking forms of finance and credit in Latin
America. Her book The Making of a Market: Credit, Henequen, and
Notaries in Yucatán, 1850-1900 was published by Pennsylvania State
University Press in 2012.
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