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More and more data indicate that evolution has resulted in lineages
consisting of mosaics of genes derived from different ancestors. It is
therefore becoming increasingly clear that the tree is an inadequate
metaphor of evolutionary change. In this book, Arnold promotes the
'web-of-life' metaphor as a more appropriate representation of
evolutionary change in all lifeforms. - ;Even before the publication of
Darwin's Origin of Species, the perception of evolutionary change has
been a tree-like pattern of diversification - with divergent branches
spreading further and further from the trunk. In t
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