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Since the time of the Enlightenment in Western Europe, discussions of



faith and reason have often pitted the believer against the skeptic, the
theist against the atheist, and the person of one faith against the
person of no professed faith. But the relation of reason to faith has
been a matter of debate among believers as well. There are those who
hold that religious faith can be proven or supported by rational
argument. Others say that to try to give reasons and arguments does
violence to religious faith, or opens it to misunderstanding and doubt,
or trivializes it. Responses to the Enlightenment: An Exchange on
Foundations, Faith, and Community is a dialogue between Hendrik Hart
and William Sweet, two philosophers who identify themselves as
Christians, and who seek to respond to the challenges of the
Enlightenment and its legacy. The authors approach the relation of
faith to reason, however, in very different ways: Hart from the
perspective of the Calvinian tradition and postmodern philosophy,
Sweet from the Catholic tradition and analytic philosophy. Among the
topics discussed are the nature of religious faith and of reason,
liberalism and orthodoxy in religion, the relation of religious

experience and rationality, and building community in a religiously and
culturally pluralistic world. This exchange presents two distinctive
perspectives to some of the major challenges of the reason to religious
belief, but seeks to find common ground between them.
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In 2006, a dispute broke out regarding an initiative by the Simon
Wiesenthal Center in Los Angeles (backed by Israeli authorities) to
construct a Museum of Tolerance (MoT) in West Jerusalem. The
museum was to be built on a plot of land that in the past had been part
of the historic Muslim Mamilla Cemetery. Debate centered on whether
construction of a museum dedicated to human dignity on Muslim
cemeterial land was justified. Yitzhak Reiter presents the public and
legal dilemmas at the individual level, the political level, and at the
universal level, integrating a multidisciplinary approach inv
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Clara van den Berg examines the lasting impacts of the 2015/16 pro-
refugee mobilization in Germany, where over a million asylum seekers
arrived and millions of volunteers provided support. Focusing on the
evolution of civic action communities, the book explores the decline in
volunteer activities, the role of local brokers, and factors influencing
the sustainability of pro-refugee networks. Using case studies from
German cities, van den Berg investigates how resources, strategies, and
social capital shaped community building and cooperation among
diverse actors. This research contributes to civil society literature by
analyzing the long-term effects of mobilization on social structures
and connections. Intended for academics, policymakers, and social
scientists, the book provides insights into civic engagement, migration,
and community resilience.



