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The phenomenon of labour takes the character of a prism. Labour is
thereby always context dependent and constituted through the actions
of all protagonists involved in any labour relationship. On the basis of
three case studies in colonial German East Africa - the construction of
the Central Railway (1905-1916), the Otto Plantation in Kilossa (1907-
1916) and the palaeontological Tendaguru Expedition (1909-1911) -
labour and labour relations are analysed. The focus lies on hitherto
neglected actors and groups of actors of labour in the colonial context
of East Africa. These were especially German companies and their staff,
white subaltern railway sub-contractors and labour recruiters, Indian
skilled workers and (qualified) East African workers. Furthermore, all
three sites of labour proved to have their individual logics and
characteristics. But all of them were in tension between the 'global’ and
the 'local’, coercion and voluntariness, machine and manual labour,
skilled and unskilled labour, reproductive and wage labour, as well as
between black and white. Michael Rdsser's dissertation has been
awarded with 'honorary distinction’ by the European Network in
Universal and Global History (ENIUGH).
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