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Historical studies on the practice of Islamic law (shara) tend to focus
on practice in a Sunni setting during the Mamluk or Ottoman periods.
This book decenters Sunni and Mamluk and Ottoman normativity by
investigating the practice of shara in a Twelver Shii Persian-speaking
milieu, in early modern Iran between the sixteenth to twentieth
centuries. Drawing on documentary evidence and narrative sources, it
reconstructs who the practitioners of Islamic law were, how they
authenticated, annulled, and archived legal documents, and how they
intervened in the resolution of disputes over religious endowments
(wagf). The study demonstrates that following Iran's conversion to
Twelver Shiism under the Safavids, the dominance of Ul Shii legal
theory, which conferred judicial authority on scholars recognized as
Shii jurists (mujathids), affected both the practitioners of Islamic law
and the procedures of shara court practice in Iran. Shii jurists in Iran,
as a result, would come to exercise by the end of the nineteenth
century a judicial monopoly over valid shara court practice thus laying
the foundation for Ayatollah Khomeini's extension, during the Iranian
revolution, of the authority of the Shii jurist over political affairs.
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The Black Prince of England hungers to capture the lands of France, and
Sir Hyatt Laidley is just the knight for the task. In exchange for years of
faithful service, Hyatt will receive both land--and lady--of De La Noye

in Aquitaine.When Hyatt and his men attack, both Lord and castle fall,
but the young and newly widowed Aurelie is not so easily conquered.
Impassioned by the subjugation of her people, Aurelie pledges to

forever honor her late husband. She may be condemned to marry the
English bastard, but her heart will never yield!But to Aurelie's surprise,
Hyatt proves to be everything her former husband was not. Fearless,
wise, and devastatingly handsome, he makes for a highly gifted Lord
and protector. And try as she might, she simply can't feign indifference

to her virile husband's passionate embrace.Yet Aurelie is not alone in
her emotional torment. Previously robbed of his inheritance and title by

a deceitful stepmother, Hyatt can't bring himself to trust his French

wife. But as rivals threaten the welfare of their people, the couple must
decide which bond is stronger--allegiance to one's motherland or ties
forged from love. Full of danger, lust, and love, BY RIGHT OF ARMS is a
smoldering medieval romance set in 14th century France that is sure to
enthrall fans of VIRGIN RIVER.PRAISE FOR ROBYN CARR'S HISTORICALS:"
She has done it again. Robyn Carr is absolutely marvelous."--Danielle
Steel"Adventure, danger, derring-do, as well as doings at the glittering
anything-goes court of Charles Il...Carr tells an entertaining yarn."--



Publishers Weekly"A fast, gripping story...The reading public can
anticipate good books from an imaginative new author."--Best Sellers



