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This book starts from the premise that the study of "exceptionally
normal" women and men – as conceived by microhistory – has radical
implications for understanding history and politics, and applies this
notion to Sudan. Against a historiography dominated by elite actors
and international agents, it examines both how ordinary people have
brought about the most important political shifts in the country’s
history (including the recent revolution in 2019) and how they have
played a role in maintaining authoritarian regimes. It also explores how
men and women have led their daily lives through a web of ordinary
worries, desires and passions. The book includes contributions by
historians, anthropologists, and political scientists who often have a
dual commitment to Middle Eastern and African studies. While focusing
on the complexity and nuances of Sudanese local lives in both the past
and the present, it also connects Sudan and South Sudan with broader
regional, global, and imperial trends. The book is divided into two
volumes and six parts, ordered thematically. The first part tackles the
entanglement between archives, social history, and power. The second
focuses on women’s agency in history and politics from the Funj era to
the recent 2018-2019 revolution. Part 3 includes contributions on the
history and global connections of the Sudanese armed forces. In the
second volume, part 4 intersects the themes of urban life, leisure, and
colonial attitudes with queerness. In part 5, labour identities, practices,
and institutions are discussed both in urban milieus and against the
background of war and expropriation in rural areas. Finally, part 6
studies the construction of social consent under various self-styled
Islamic regimes, as well as the emergence of alternative imaginaries
and acts of citizenship in times of political openness.


