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By redefining established topics of narratology, research has become
highly diversified. The contributions to this volume neither synthesize
developments nor work from shared postulates, but represent a fresh
look at ongoing issues. Some scrutinize focalisation in a linguistic
framework or in a poststructuralist vein; others take on reliable and
unreliable narration in a pronominal perspective or the "unaddressed"
reader who upsets the tidy schemes of narrative communication. Also
outlined are a possible worlds approach to narrative time, a systematic
treatment of metanarrative and a transgeneric application of
narratology to poetry. The sequential ordering of narratives as a way of
controlling reader response is examined in one article and in another is
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seen to elicit intertextual configurations. Both divergent and
complementary, the contributions seek to integrate into narratological
categories and methods the dynamic processes of narrative itself.
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Sommario/riassunto The term "social capital" has become a buzzword with a huge, already
diffuse spectrum of application. This should give reason for conceptual
and theoretical vigilance. What - in concrete - is the object when "social
capital" is mentioned? This question has not been systematically dealt
with and even less responsed in a satisfactory degree, although there
are many contributions to the discussion of the term. The problem is
labelled in the social sciences, but has not been resolved in the context
of the specific social-scientific framework. This book takes the
neglected metalinguistic perspective. Thus it advances the scientific
maturity of the "social capital" debate and contributes to the
establishment of a well-founded system in social science terms. It
brings up social capital by combining an epistemological and
ontological analysis and thus finally develops clarification of the
concept.
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