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This textbook presents the principles and methods for the
measurement of radioactivity in the environment. In this regard,
specific low-level radiation counting and spectrometry or mass
spectrometry techniques are discussed, including sources, distribution,
levels and dynamics of radioactivity in nature. The author gives an
accurate description of the fundamental concepts and laws of
radioactivity as well as the different types of detectors and mass
spectrometers needed for detection. Special attention is paid to
scintillators, semiconductor detectors, and gas ionization detectors. In
order to explain radiochemistry, some concepts about chemical
separations are introduced as well. The book is meant for graduate and
advanced undergraduate students in physics, chemistry or engineering
oriented to environmental sciences, and to other disciplines where
monitoring of the environment and its management is of great interest.
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In Scattering Seeds: Cultivating Church Vitality, Stephen Chapin Garner
and Jerry Thornell share the story of their home congregation, the
United Church of Christ in Norwell, MA. This average congregation has
approached congregational life in a not-so-average way. Each
congregant is seen as a minister, bringing the good news of Christ to
the community; the church has moved away from boards and
committees, instead utilizing the people to form ministry teams; and
they have revitalized the way they approach and practice worship and
education. Garner and Thornell don't claim to have the secret to



