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As Europeans began to move into the Atlantic in the late fifteenth
century, first encountering islands and then two continents across the
sea, they initiated a process that revolutionized the lives of people
everywhere. American foods enriched their diets. Furs, precious metals,
dyes, and many other products underwrote new luxury trades, and
tobacco became the first consumer craze as the price plummeted with
ever-enlarging production.Much of the technology that made new
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initiatives, such as sailing out of sight of land, possibly drew on Asian
advances that came into Europe through North Africa
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