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The virtual work world is upon us. It is ever increasing as both workers
and organizations become more familiar with this new structure. The
way leaders and managers deal with the virtual worker will become
increasingly more important. This book takes a look at the virtual work
environment from a view of human perceptions. Trust, isolation, and
presence are the three main human perceptions discussed throughout
the book and are the foundation for the theory presented. The Change-
Self-Efficacy Loop Theory provides the basis for a new tool to maximize
the productivity level of the virtual worker. The book takes a journey
from the Industrial Revolution through a second shift or technology
revolution which we are currently experiencing known as the virtual
work environment. It presents argument and ideas to encourage all of
us to take action now to prevent the potential negative outcomes that
could affect many working in the virtual work environment. The book
walks through the three human perceptions and provides questions at
the end of each chapter to spark thought and potential dialogue
associated with humanistic management approaches related to the
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virtual work environment and the human perceptions. The book is
designed for anyone associated with the virtual work environment.
Based on the premise that the virtual work environment needs to be a
productive alternative to the traditional work environment, the book
focuses on variables that can create the most successful outcome.
Whether it be the leaders, managers, virtual worker, or coworkers, this
book is designed to provide practical insight into the human
perceptions and the human touch that needs to be a part of the virtual
work environment.
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Few modern materials have been as central to histories of
environmental toxicity, medical ignorance, and legal liability as
asbestos. A naturally occurring mineral fibre once hailed for its ability
to guard against fire, asbestos is now best known for the horrific
illnesses it causes. This book offers a new take on the established
history of asbestos from a literary critical perspective, showing how



literature and film during and after modernism responded first to the
material's proliferation through the built environment, and then to its
catastrophic effects on human health. Starting from the surprising
encounters writers have had with asbestos-Franz Kafka's part
ownership of an asbestos factory, Primo Levi's work in an asbestos
mine, and James Kelman's early life as an asbestos factory worker-the
book looks to literature to rethink received truths in historical, legal
and medical scholarship. In doing so, it models an interdisciplinary
approach for tracking material intersections between modernism and
the environmental and health humanities. Asbestos - The Last
Modernist Object offers readers a compelling new method for using
cultural objects when thinking about how to live with the legacies of
toxic materials.



