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This volume contends that young individuals across Europe relate to
their country’s history in complex and often ambivalent ways. It pays
attention to how both formal education and broader culture
communicate ideas about the past, and how young people respond to
these ideas. The studies collected in this volume show that such ideas
about the past are central to the formation of the group identities of
nations, social movements, or religious groups. Young people express
received historical narratives in new, potentially subversive, ways. As
young people tend to be more mobile and ready to interrogate their
own roots than later generations, they selectively privilege certain
aspects of their identities and their identification with their family or
nation while neglecting others. This collection aims to correct the
popular misperception that young people are indifferent towards
history and prove instead that historical narratives are constitutive to
their individual identities and their sense of belonging to something
broader than themselves.
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