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Indonesia declared its independence on 17 August 1945, two days after
the Japanese capitulation that marked the end of World War II in Asia.
Refusing to recognize Indonesian independence, the Netherlands
attempted to gain control over the decolonization process by force,
leading to four years of arduous negotiations and bitter warfare. In
2005, the Dutch government declared that the Netherlands had been
‘on the wrong side of history’ and should not have engaged in this war.
However, to this day, the government maintains its position from 1969
about violence at the hands of Dutch soldiers during this war: Yes,
there had been ‘excesses’, but as a rule, the armed forces had behaved
‘correctly’. In recent years, this official position has increasingly, and
more loudly, been called into question. In Beyond the Pale, conclusions
of ten separate studies are presented from different perspectives,
addressing the extent to which the Dutch armed forces used extreme
violence on a structural basis and offering an assessment of their
actions. The authors also examine how the Dutch government and
society dealt with this extreme violence both during and after the war.
Was it discussed, was it punished or covered up, and what
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developments does this reflect?


