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There have been considerable advances in recent times in
understanding many common material processes that are of practical
importance, such as nonlinear response, fracture, breakdown,
earthquakes, packing, and granular flow, that are of immense practical
importance. This has been mainly due to new applications of statistical
physics, including percolation theory, fractal concepts and self-
organized criticality. This collection of articles brings together research
in those closely allied fields. It deals with problems in material science
involving random geometries and nonlinearity at a mesoscopic scale,
where local disorder and nonlinearity influence the global behaviour of
cracks, for example, and problems where randomness in time evolution
is as crucial as the geometry itself.
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One evening, while watching the news, Roger N. Lancaster was startled
by a report that a friend, a gay male school teacher, had been arrested
for a sexually based crime. The resulting hysteria threatened to ruin the
life of an innocent man. In this passionate and provocative book,
Lancaster blends astute analysis, robust polemic, ethnography, and
personal narrative to delve into the complicated relationship between
sexuality and punishment in our society. Drawing on classical social
science, critical legal studies, and queer theory, he tracks the rise of a
modern suburban culture of fear and d


