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Charlotte Perkins Gilman offers the definitive account of this
controversial writer and activist's long and eventful life. Charlotte Anna
Perkins Stetson Gilman (1860-1935) launched her career as a lecturer,
author, and reformer with the story for which she is best-known today,
"The Yellow Wallpaper." She was hailed as the "brains" of the US
women's movement, whose focus she sought to broaden from suffrage
to economics. Her most influential sociological work criticized the
competitive individualism of capitalists and Social Darwinists, and
touted altruistic service as the prerequisite to both social progress and
human evolution. By 1900, Gilman had become an international
celebrity, but had already faced a scandal over her divorce and
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"abandonment” of her child. As the years passed, her audience shrunk
and grew more hostile, and she increasingly positioned herself in
opposition to the society that in an earlier, more idealistic period she
had seen as the better part of the self. In her final years, she
unflinchingly faced breast cancer, her second husband's sudden death,
and finally, her own carefully planned suicide— she "preferred
chloroform to cancer” and cared little for a single life when its
usefulness was over. Charlotte Perkins Gilman presents new insights
into the life of a remarkable woman whose public solutions often belied
her private anxieties. It aims to recapture the drama and complexity of
Gilman's life while presenting a comprehensive scholarly portrait.
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Rugged Free-Energy Landscapes — An Introduction -- Rugged Free-
Energy Landscapes — An Introduction -- Spin Glasses -- Some Aspects
of Infinite-Range Models of Spin Glasses: Theory and Numerical
Simulations -- The Potts Glass Model: A Scenario for the Freezing
Transition of Structural Glasses? -- Domain Walls, Droplets and Barriers
in Two-Dimensional Ising Spin Glasses -- Local Scale-Invariance in
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Particles in an Immobile Environment: Computer Simulations of Sodium
Silicates -- The Gonihedric Ising Model and Glassiness -- Protein
Folding -- Thermodynamics of Protein Folding from Coarse-Grained
Models’ Perspectives -- Exact Energy Landscapes of Proteins Using a
Coarse-Grained Model -- Protein Folding, Unfolding and Aggregation
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Developments -- Markov Chain Monte Carlo Methods for Simulations of
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Systems with Complex Free-Energy Landscapes -- Generalized-
Ensemble Algorithms for Protein Folding Simulations.

This collection of lectures and tutorial reviews by renowned experts
focusses on the common computational approaches in use to unravel
the static and dynamical behaviour of complex physical systems at the
interface of physics, chemistry and biology. Paradigmatic examples of
condensed matter physics are spin and structural glasses and protein
folding, as well as their aggregation and adsorption to hard and soft
surfaces, in physico-chemical biology. Among the most prominent joint
key features of the systems considered in this volume are rugged free-
energy landscapes. These generate metastability and are often
responsible for very slow dynamics allowing for the system to be
trapped in one of the many available local minima. The challenge set
forth by the authors of this volume is to provide a common basis and
technical language for the (computational) technology transfer between
the fields and systems considered.
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