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Bureaucracy is a much-maligned feature of contemporary government.
And yet the aftermath of September 11 has opened the door to a
reassessment of the role of a skilled civil service in the survival and
viability of democratic society. Here, Ezra Suleiman offers a timely and
powerful corrective to the widespread view that bureaucracy is the
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source of democracy's ills. This is a book as much about good
governance as it is about bureaucratic organizations. Suleiman asks: Is
democratic governance hindered without an effective instrument in the
hands of the legitimately elected political leadership? Is a professional
bureaucracy required for developing but not for maintaining a
democratic state? Why has a reform movement arisen in recent years
championing the gradual dismantling of bureaucracy, and what are the
consequences? Suleiman undertakes a comparative analysis of the drive
toward a civil service grounded in the New Public Management. He
argues that "government reinvention" has limited bureaucracy's
capacity to adequately serve the public good. All bureaucracies have
been under political pressure in recent years to reduce not only their
size but also their effectiveness, and all have experienced growing
deprofessionalism and politicization. He compares the impact of this
evolution in both democratic societies and societies struggling to
consolidate democratic institutions. Dismantling Democratic States
cautions that our failure to acknowledge the role of an effective
bureaucracy in building and preserving democratic political systems
threatens the survival of democracy itself.
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The biannual Formal Methods in Computer Aided Design conference
(FMCAD 2000)is the third in a series of conferences under that title
devoted to the use of discrete mathematical methods for the analysis of
computer hardware and so- ware. The work reported in this book
describes the use of modeling languages and their associated
automated analysis tools to specify and verify computing systems.
Functional veric ation has become one of the principal costs in a
modern computer design e ort. In addition,verica tion of circuit models,
timing,power, etc., requires even more eo rt. FMCAD provides a venue
for academic and - dustrial researchers and practitioners to share their
ideas and experiences of using discrete mathematical modeling and
veric ation. It is noted with interest by the conference chairmen how
this area has grown from just a few people 15 years ago to a vibrant
area of research, development, and deployment. It is clear that these
methods are helping reduce the cost of designing computing systems.
As an example of this potential cost reduction, we have invited David
Russino of Advanced Micro Devices, Inc. to describe his veric ation of ?
oating-point - gorithms being used in AMD microprocessors. The
program includes 30 regular presentations selected from 63 submitted
papers.


