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th These proceedings contain the refereed papers and posters
presented at the 28 Annual European Conference on Information
Retrieval (ECIR 2006), which was held at Imperial College London in
South Kensington between April 10 and 12, 2006. ECIR is the annual
conference of the British Computer Society’s Information Retrieval
Specialist Group. The event started its life as a colloquium in 1978 and
was held in the UK each year until 1998, when the event took place in
Grenoble, France. Since then the venue has alternated between the UK
and Continental Europe. In the last decade ECIR has grown to become
the major European forum for the discussion of research in the field of
information retrieval. ECIR 2006 received 177 paper and 73 poster
submissions, largely from the UK (18%) and Continental Europe (50%),
but we had many sub- missions from further afield including America
(7%), Asia (21%), Middle East and Africa(2%), and Australasia (2%). In
total 37 papers and 28 posters were accepted, and two papers were
converted to posters. All contributions were reviewed by at least three
reviewers in a double anonymous process and then ranked during a
Programme Committee meeting with respect to scientific quality and
originality. It is a good and healthy sign for information retrieval in
general, and ECIR in particular, that the submission rate has more than
doubled over the past three years. The downside, of course, is that
many high-quality submissions had to be rejected owing to a limited
capacity of the conference.
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Chile is a privileged country in terms of water resources, with an
average annual runoff of approximately 50,000 m3/person. However,
water availability varies enormously in space, as less than 1,000
m3/person are available for more than 50% of the population. The
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temporal and spatial distribution of water resources is driven by
processes highly variables across a country with different climates
explained not only by a large range of latitudes (from 17° to 56° south),
but also the presence of the Pacific Ocean and the Andes with peaks up
to 7000 m. This geography makes of Chile a true natural laboratory in
which water is essential for the society and the economy of the country.
The relevance of water resources for the country has become even
more significant in the context of a mega-drought that has affected
practically the entire territory in recent years, although large floods
such as those in Atacama 2015 and 2017 also take place periodically.
This unique book brings together the state-of-art knowledge about the
hydrology of Chile and its water resources, with a particular focus on
quantitative aspects. The chapters are prepared by many of the most
relevant researchers and practitioners working in water resources in the
country. High-quality research contributions on climate and
meteorology, surface and subsurface hydrology, water quality, water
monitoring, water resource and global change, among other issues, are
presented in this unique book, which offers a useful guide for
academicians, researchers, practitioners and managers dealing with
diverse water-related issues in Chile and other regions with similar
characteristics.
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