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Electronic Commerce, as a gamut of activities involving electronic
transactions performed over a network via software that may be more
or less autonomous, is an emerging reality. Strategic studies have
shown that electronic commerce is a major growth industry. The book
is devoted to the challenges and opportunities that electronic
commerce opens for agent technology. For some time, electronic
commerce has attracted the avid attention of agent-builders and agent
technology researchers, and these have decisively contributed to
advancing the state of the art in the field. The second-generation
software agents now entering the scene hold great promise for the
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further advancement of electronic commerce. This book originates
from a workshop on Agent-Mediated Electronic Trading held at
Agents'98 in Minneapolis, Minnesota, in May 1998. The eleven carefully
reviewed and revised papers present a unique survey of software
agents in the context of electronic commerce.
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The application of statistical techniques to the study of manuscript
books, based on the analysis of large data sets acquired through the
archaeological observation of manuscripts, is one of the most original
trends in codicological research, aiming not only to reconstruct on a
sound basis the methods and processes used in book manufacture and
their tendential evolution in space and time, but also to interpret them
as the result of a dynamic interplay between various and often
incompatible needs (of cultural, technical, social and economic nature)
that book artisans had to reconcile in the best possible way. The
present collection of essays in English translation was guided by the
desire to offer a multifarious well-articulated picture of the application
of statistical methodology to the various aspects of manuscript
production, namely analysis of materials, characterization of book
types, manufacturing techniques, planning and use of layout
characterization of scripts and scribal habits. The volume aims to
present to a wider readership a series of significant papers which have
appeared over the last fifteen years, by means of which the statistical
approach continues to demonstrate its vast potential.


