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On behalf of the organizing committee for EuroSSC 2007, we would like
to welcome you to the proceedings of the second European Conference
on Smart Sensing and Context. Although only in its second year,
EuroSSC has already begun to attract significant interest from
researchers in the rapidly evolving area of embedded sensing and
intelligent objects in support of smart surroundings. Building on the
success of the previous conference held in Enschede, The Netherlands,
EuroSSC 2007 aimed to reflect two complementary viewpoints: a
technology-driven viewpoint which encompasses the diversity of
intelligent sensing and associated information processing and a user-
driven viewpoint exploring scenarios, applications and interaction
methods as they relate to smart surroundings. This year the conference
received a total of 51 paper submissions. These represented
contributions from 21 countries from Europe, the Middle East, and
Africa (69%); Asia (21%); and North America (10%). This obviously
reflects the European origins of the conference. However we were
particularly pleased by the high number of submissions from Asia
reflecting the range and diversity of relevant work in that region. From
these the program committee selected 17 papers (33%) for presentation
at the conference after a rigorous review process. Every paper received
at least three independent reviews, most received four and some five
reviews.
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This unique book advances the frontier discussion of a wide spectrum
of astrobiological issues on scientific advances, space ethics, social
impact, religious meaning, and public policy formulation.
Astrobiology is an exploding discipline in which not only the natural
sciences, but also the social sciences and humanities converge.
Astrobiology: Science, Ethics, and Public Policy is a multidisciplinary
book that presents different perspectives and points of view by its
contributing specialists. Epistemological, moral and political issues
arising from astrobiology, convey the complexity of challenges posed
by the search for life elsewhere in the universe. We ask: if a convoy of
colonists from Earth make the trip to Mars, should their genomes be
edited to adapt to the Red Planet’s environment? If scientists discover a
biosphere with microbial life within our solar system, will it possess
intrinsic value or merely utilitarian value? If astronomers discover an
intelligent civilization on an exoplanet elsewhere in the Milky Way, what
would be humanity’s moral responsibility: to protect Earth from an
existential threat? To treat other intelligences with dignity? To exploit
through interstellar commerce? To conquer?


