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On July 23, 1967, the eyes of the world fixed on Detroit, as thousands
took to the streets to vent their frustrations with white racism, police
brutality, and vanishing job prospects in the place that gave rise to the
American Dream. Mainstream observers contended that the "riot"
brought about the ruin of a once-great city; for them, the municipal
bankruptcy of 2013 served as a bailout paving the way for the
rebuilding of Detroit. Challenging this prevailing view, Scott Kurashige
portrays the past half century as a long rebellion whose underlying
tensions continue to haunt the city and the U.S. nation-state. He sees
Michigan's scandal-ridden ";emergency management"; regime, set up
to handle the bankruptcy, as the most concerted effort to put it down
by disenfranchising the majority black citizenry and neutralizing the
power of unions.   Are we succumbing to authoritarian plutocracy or
can we create a new society rooted in social justice and participatory
democracy? The corporate architects of Detroit's restructuring have
championed the creation of a "business-friendly" city, where billionaire
developers are subsidized to privatize and gentrify Downtown, while
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working-class residents are being squeezed out by rampant housing
evictions, school closures, water shutoffs, toxic pollution, and
militarized policing. Grassroots organizers, however, have transformed
Detroit into an international model for survival, resistance, and
solidarity through the creation of urban farms, freedom schools, and
self-governing communities. This epochal struggle illuminates the
possible futures for our increasingly unstable and polarized nation.
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The collapse of General Motors captured headlines in early 2009, but as
Alex Taylor III writes in this in-depth dissection of the automaker's
undoing, GM's was a meltdown forty years in the making. Drawing on
more than thirty years of experience and insight as an automotive
industry reporter, as well as personal relationships with many of the
leading players, Taylor reveals the many missteps of GM and its
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competitors: a refusal to follow market cues and consumer trends; a
lack of follow-through on major initiatives; and a history of hesitance,
inaction, and failure to learn from mistakes. In the process, he provides
lasting lessons for every executive who confronts the challenges of a
changing marketplace and global competition. Yet Taylor resists
condemning GM's leadership from the privileged view of hindsight.
Instead, his account enables the reader to see GM's decline through the
eyes of an insider, with the understanding that corporate decision-
making at a company as large as General Motors isn't as simple as it
may seem. Taylor's book serves as a marvelous case study of one of the
United States' premier companies, of which every American quite
literally now holds a share.


