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Alcoholism, as opposed to the safe consumption of alcohol, remains a
major public health issue. In this accessible book, Robert Dudley
presents an intriguing evolutionary interpretation to explain the
persistence of alcohol-related problems. Providing a deep-time,
interdisciplinary perspective on today's patterns of alcohol
consumption and abuse, Dudley traces the link between the fruit-
eating behavior of arboreal primates and the evolution of the sensory
skills required to identify ripe and fermented fruits that contain sugar
and low levels of alcohol. In addition to introducing this new theory of
the relationship of humans to alcohol, the book discusses the
supporting research, implications of the hypothesis, and the medical
and social impacts of alcoholism. The Drunken Monkey is designed for
interested readers, scholars, and students in comparative and
evolutionary biology, biological anthropology, medicine, and public
health.
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Are robots taking away our jobs? Those who ask this question have
misunderstood digitalisation - it is not an industrial revolution by other
means. Sabine Pfeiffer searches for the actual novelties brought about
by digitalisation and digital capitalism. In her analysis, she juxtaposes
Marx's concept of productive force with the idea of distributive force.
From the platform economy to artificial intelligence, Pfeiffer shows that
digital capitalism is less about the efficient production of value, but
rather about its fast, risk-free, and permanently secured realisation on
the markets. The examination of this dynamic and its consequences
also leads to the question of how destructive the distributive forces of
digital capitalism might be.
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