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Administrative asylum procedures are permeated by tensions between
rationalities of legality, efficiency, and deterrence in asylum casework
and their various effects on cases. Based on ethnographic research in
the Swiss asylum administration, this book unveils the pragmatics and
politics of rendering asylum cases resolvable by re-cording the lives of
applicants in terms of asylum. With his reading of power and agency in
administrations, Ephraim Portner offers a critical view of the intricate
relationship between practices of asylum casework and the
governmental need to resolve claims of people seeking protection.
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In almost every part of the world, minority languages are being
threatened with extinction. At the same time, dedicated efforts are
being made to document endangered languages, to maintain them, and
even to revive once-extinct languages. The book presents a
comprehensive overview of language endangerment and revitalization.
Among the examined aspects are: degrees of endangerment,
definitions of language death, causes of endangerment, types of
speakers in endangerment situations, methods of documentation. The
book is of interest to a wide readership, including linguists,
anthropologists, sociologists, and educators.



