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Falling into Matter examines the complex role of the body in the
development of the English novel in the eighteenth century. Elizabeth
R. Napier argues that despite an increasing emphasis on the need to
present ideas in corporeal terms, early fiction writers continued to
register spiritual and moral reservations about the centrality of the
body to human and imaginative experience.Drawing on six works of
early English fiction - Daniel Defoe&apos;s Robinson Crusoe, Jonathan
Swift&apos;s Gulliver&apos;s Travels, Samuel Richardson&apos;s
Clarissa, Henry Fielding&apos;s Tom Jones, Elizabeth Inchbald&apos;s
A Simple Story, and Mary Shelley&apos;s Frankenstein - Napier
examines how authors grappled with technical and philosophical issues
of the body, questioning its capacity for moral action, its relationship to
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individual freedom and dignity, and its role in the creation of art.
Falling into Matter charts the course of the early novel as its authors
engaged formally, stylistically, and thematically with the increasingly
insistent role of the body in the new genre.
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This work contributes to the study of quaternionic linear operators.
This study is a generalization of the complex case, but the
noncommutative setting of quaternions shows several interesting new
features, see e.g. the so-called S-spectrum and S-resolvent operators.
In this work, we study de Branges spaces, namely the quaternionic
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counterparts of spaces of analytic functions (in a suitable sense) with
some specific reproducing kernels, in the unit ball of quaternions or in
the half space of quaternions with positive real parts. The spaces under
consideration will be Hilbert or Pontryagin or Krein spaces. These
spaces are closely related to operator models that are also discussed.
The focus of this book is the notion of characteristic operator function
of a bounded linear operator A with finite real part, and we address
several questions like the study of J-contractive functions, where J is
self-adjoint and unitary, and we also treat the inverse problem, namely
to characterize which J-contractive functions are characteristic operator
functions of an operator. In particular, we prove the counterpart of
Potapov's factorization theorem in this framework. Besides other topics,
we consider canonical differential equations in the setting of slice
hyperholomorphic functions and we define the lossless inverse
scattering problem. We also consider the inverse scattering problem
associated with canonical differential equations. These equations
provide a convenient unifying framework to discuss a number of
questions pertaining, for example, to inverse scattering, non-linear
partial differential equations and are studied in the last section of this
book.
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<span><span><span>This collection of essays explores the social
and cultural aspects of steampunk, examining the various
manifestations of this multi-faceted genre, in order to better
understand the steampunk sub-culture and its effect on-and
interrelationship with-popular culture and the wider society.
</span></span></span>


