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Hidden away within living tissues, parasites are all around us-and
inside us. Yet, despite their unsavory characteristics, as we find in this
compulsively readable book, parasites have played an enormous role in
civilizations through time and around the globe. Parasites: Tales of
Humanity's Most Unwelcome Guests puts amoebae, roundworms,
tapeworms, mites, and others at the center of the action as human
cultures have evolved and declined. It shows their role in exploration,
war, and even terrorist plots, often through an unpredictable ripple
effect. It reveals them as invisible threats in our food, water, and
luggage; as invaders that have shaped behaviors and taboos; and as
unexpected partners in such venues as crime scene investigations.
Parasites also describes their evolution and life histories and considers
their significant benefits. Deftly blending the sociological with the
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scientific, this natural and social history of parasites looks closely at a
fascinating, often disgusting group of organisms and discovers that
they are in fact an integral thread in the web of life.
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This is a brief textbook on complex analysis intended for the students
of upper undergraduate or beginning graduate level. The author
stresses the aspects of complex analysis that are most important for
the student planning to study algebraic geometry and related topics.
The exposition is rigorous but elementary: abstract notions are
introduced only if they are really indispensable. This approach provides
a motivation for the reader to digest more abstract definitions (e.g.,
those of sheaves or line bundles, which are not mentioned in the book)
when he/she is ready for that level of abstraction indeed. In the chapter
on Riemann surfaces, several key results on compact Riemann surfaces
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are stated and proved in the first nontrivial case, i.e. that of elliptic
curves.
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Sommario/riassunto Il volume raccoglie gli Atti della Giornata di Studio nata, nell'ambito
delle Celebrazioni Goldoniane (2007), per promuovere un dibattito
sull'intenso rapporto di Carlo Goldoni con Napoli e la cultura
meridionale. I saggi della prima parte analizzano i significativi contatti
tra Goldoni e la civilta teatrale partenopea, evidenziando come quella
partenopea sia una presenza fitta nell'itinerario professionale e nella
drammaturgia dell'autore veneziano. La tavola rotonda, nella seconda
parte del volume, testimonia l'interesse della critica e della
drammaturgia contemporanee verso la produzione di uno degli autori
piu rappresentativi del Settecento teatrale europeo.
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