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This study is devoted to a corpus of Old Russian letters, written on
pieces of birchbark. These unique texts from Novgorod and
surroundings give us an exceptional impression of everyday life in
medieval Russian society. In this study, the birchbark letters are
addressed from a pragmatic angle. Linguistic parameters are identified
that shed light on the degree to which literacy had gained ground in
communicative processes. It is demonstrated that the birchbark letters
occupy an intermediate position between orality and literacy. On the
one hand, oral habits of communication persisted, as reflected in how
the birchbark letters are phrased; on the other hand, literate modes of
expression emerged, as seen in the development of normative
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great coniunctions of the iii hyest planetes, called Maxima, Maior,
Media, and Minor : declaringe the very tyme, the day, houre and
minute, that God created the sonne, moone, and sterres, and the places
where they were fyrst set in the heauens, and the beginning of their
inouynges and so contynued to this day wherby the world hath
receyued influe[n]ce as [s]hal be declared by example from the creation
unto this present yere, and also to the yeare of our Lorde, M.D.LVIII. to
come

[London], : Imprynted at London in Fletestrte [sic] at the signe of the
George nexte to Saynt Dunstones Churche by Wyliyam Powell, M.D.L.
[1550] the laste daye of Januarye
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"Thus endeth this lytel treatyse compyled by Anthony Askham in the
yeare of our Lorde M.D.XLVII."--P. [18].
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