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This collection traces the vicissitudes of the cultural preoccupation with
death in nineteenth-century US writing and examines how mortality
served paradoxically as a site on which identity and subjectivity were
productively rethought. Topics include race- and gender-based
investigations into the textual representation of death, imaginative
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constructions and re-constructions of social practice with regard to
loss and memorialisation, and literary re-conceptualisations of death
forced by personal and national trauma.
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