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"For more than a century, the vast lands of Northern Ontario have been
shared among the governments of Canada, Ontario, and the First
Nations who signed Treaty No. 9 in 1905. For just as long, details
about the signing of the constitutionally recognized agreement have
been known only through the accounts of two of the commissioners
appointed by the Government of Canada. Treaty No. 9 provides a truer
perspective on the treaty by adding the neglected account of a third
commissioner and tracing the treaty's origins, negotiation, explanation,
interpretation, signing, implementation, and recent commemoration."
"Restoring nearly forgotten perspectives to the historical record, John
Long considers the methods used by the government of Canada to
explain Treaty No. 9 to Northern Ontario First Nations. He shows that
many crucial details about the treaty's contents were omitted in the
transmission of writing to speech, while other promises were made
orally but not included in the written treaty. Reproducing the three
treaty commissioners' personal journals in their entirety, Long reveals
the contradictions that suggest the treaty parchment was never fully
explained to the First Nations who signed it."--pub. website.
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