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Now in the latter dayes, wherein there are perilous tims [sic], as it is
written & hath been foretold of in 2 Tim. 3.3. And saith Jesus, false
prophets shall come, but by their fruits shall ye know them, Mat. 7. 15,
16. and 20. And now they are come, and by their fruits they are known,
as it is written. As may be seen in two letters sent to severall priests in
Liestershire, after two severall meetings, betwixt them and those called
Quakers, one letter was to be sent to one Tho. Cockeram of
swannington [sic], servant to the Lord Protector, at whose house one
meeting was, as the letter will further make mention, and shew the
difference betwixt the true prophets and the false, which letter was
directed to him to to [sic] be read to the priests being present at the
meeting, and the other was to the priest of Twycrosse, after the
meeting appointed betwixt two priests, and those whom the world
scornfully calleth Quakers: wherein is discovered the true prophet and
the false, and who those are that creep into houses, leading silly people
men and women captive, laden with sin, and led away with diverse
lusts, ever learning, and never able to come to the knowledge of the
truth; and who those false prophets and house-creepers are, that are
spoken of, as is proved, both by their fruits, and also by Scripture, as
may be seen, &c. / / By one known to the world, by R[ichard Fu]
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Sommario/riassunto Se détachant des nombreuses monographies consacrées à la France
capétienne, l'ouvrage de Dominique Barthélémy nous propose une
étude approfondie de la fameuse seigneurie de Coucy, qui avait suscité,
jusqu'ici, plus de rêves que de véritable analyse scientifique : il lui
redonne une histoire.  Remettant en question la chronologie classique
des deux âges féodaux, bien ancrée depuis Marc Bloch, il apporte une
contribution de premier ordre à notre connaissance des mutations
subies au xiiie siècle par le système des relations sociales, des
institutions et des formes d'expression juridiques ou culturelles. La
seigneurie de Coucy, à ce moment, ne présente pas le type idéal
correspondant à un apogée de la « féodalité » : affrontée aux
contradictions d'une société locale et aux pressions extérieures des
principes et du roi, elle est en perpétuelle élaboration.  Dominique
Barthélémy porte son attention, aussi bien sur la noblesse et la
chevalerie que sur les serfs et les bourgeois, dont l'affranchissement
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apparent lui paraît incomplet et ambigu.


