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Babylon is a surprisingly multivalent symbol in U.S. culture and politics.
Political citations of Babylon range widely, from torture at Abu Ghraib
to depictions of Hollywood glamour and decadence. In political
discourse, Babylon appears in conservative ruminations on democratic
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law, liberal appeals to unity, Tea Party warnings about equality, and
religious advocacy for family values. A composite biblical figure,
Babylon is used to celebrate diversity and also to condemn it, to sell
sexuality and to regulate it, to galvanize war and to worry about
imperialism. Erin Runions explores the significance of these shifts and
contradictions, arguing that together they reveal a theopolitics that
tries to balance the drive for U.S. dominance with the countervailing
ideals and subjectivities of economic globalization. Examining the
confluence of cultural formations, biblical interpretations, and (bio)
political philosophies, The Babylon Complex shows how theopolitical
arguments for war, sexual regulation, and political control both
assuage and contribute to anxieties about waning national sovereignty.
Theoretically sophisticated and engaging, this remarkable book
complicates our understanding of how the Bible affects U.S political
ideals and subjectivities.
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Wherein the simple minded ones may see the deceit of those people,
who take up the practises of others, by imitation and tradition from the
Scriptures, not having the same commands themselves, as the saints
alwayes had, from the spirit of the Lord. And that Christ in the saints,
which is their hope of glory, is the same Christ that was crucified by the
Jews, who is the lambe slaine from the foundation of the world. Also
the difference between the saints who waite on the Lord for the moving
if his spirit to be acted, when, and as he please; and formalists of these
dayes, who in their owne wills and time practice their imitations of
duties and ordinances, which the Lord abhorres. By a servant of the
Lord, named of the world Edward Burrough
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