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In Lovesick Japan, Mark D. West explores an official vision of love, sex,
and marriage in contemporary Japan. A comprehensive body of
evidence-2,700 court opinions-describes a society characterized by a
presupposed absence of physical and emotional intimacy, affection,
and personal connections. In compelling, poignant, and sometimes
horrifying court cases, West finds that Japanese judges frequently opine
on whether a person is in love, what other emotions a person is feeling,
and whether those emotions are appropriate for the situation.
Sometimes judges' views about love, sex, and marriage emerge from
their presentation of the facts of cases. Among the recurring elements
are abortions forced by men, compensated dating, late-life divorces,
termination fees to end affairs, sexless couples, Valentine's Day
heartbreak, "soapland" bath-brothels, and home-wrecking hostesses.
Sometimes the judges' analysis, decisions, and commentary are as
revealing as the facts. Sex in the cases is a choice among private
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"normal” sex, which is male-dominated, conservative, dispassionate, or
nonexistent; commercial sex, which caters to every fetish but is said to
lead to rape, murder, and general social depravity; and a hybrid of the
two, which commadifies private sexual relationships. Marriage is
contractual; judges express the ideal of love in marriage and proclaim
its importance, but virtually no one in the court cases achieves it. Love
usually appears as a tragic, overwhelming emotion associated with
jealousy, suffering, heartache, and death.
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Salisbury Robert Cecil, Earl of, <1563-1612.>

The copie of a letter to the Right Honourable the Earle of Leycester,
Lieutenant generall of all her Maiesties forces in the vnited Prouinces of
the lowe Countreys [[electronic resource] ] : written before, but
deliuered at his returne from thence: vvith a report of certeine petitions
and declarations made to the Queenes Maiestie at two seuerall times,
from all the lordes and commons lately assembled in Parliament. And
her Maiesties answeres thereunto by her selfe deliuered, though not
expressed by the reporter with such grace and life, as the same were
vttered by her Maiestie

Imprinted at London, : By Christopher Barker, printer to the Queenes
most excellent Maiestie, 1586
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The letter signed: R.C., i.e. Robert Cecil, Earl of Salisbury.
Sometimes attributed to Richard Crompton.

Regarding the proposed execution of Mary, Queen of Scots.
The last leaf is blank.

From p. 4 on, even numbers are on the rectos.

The letter comes in two versions; A3r, text starts (1) "Albeit with
earnest" or (2) "Albeit the earnest".
Reproduction of the original in the Henry E. Huntington Library and Art
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