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It is well-known that fossil fuels are being rapidly depleted, and that
atomic power is rejected by many people. As a consequence, there is a
strong trend towards alternative sources such as wind, photovoltaics,
solar heat and biomass. Strangely enough, quite another power source
is generally neglected: namely, the thermoelectric generator (a device
which converts heat, i.e. thermal energy, directly into electrical energy).
The reason for this neglect is probably the low conversion efficiency,
which is of the order of a few percent at most. However, there are two
arguments in favor of the


