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Negron examines how New York City Latinos negotiate between
multiple ethnic identifications. She finds no one-to-one relationship
between biographical ethnicity and the use of language and other
ethnic markers. Through linguistic flexibility, cross-cultural fluency,

and negotiating aspects of personal image, individuals deploy ethnicity
in creative and unexpected ways. The reasons for switching ethnic
categories range from the relatively minor (getting free drinks), to the
quotidian (connecting with friends), to the vital (making a sale).
Negron's work calls into question the validity of ethno
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