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This report uses a comprehensive framework for studying health risks
that was developed for the World Health Report 2002, which presented
estimates for the year 2000. The report provides an update for the year
2004 for 24 global risk factors. It uses updated information from WHO
programs and scientific studies for both exposure data and the causal
associations of risk exposure to disease and injury outcomes. The
burden of disease attributable to risk factors is measured in terms of
lost years of healthy life using the metric of the disability-adjusted life
year (DALY). The DALY combines years


