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A kaleidoscope of knowledge: children, knowledge, and China in
Victorian Britain -- Exploring the celestial kingdom: William Dalton and
Anne Bowman's vision of China -- From comic trickster to brilliant
detective: E.H. Burrage's "immortal" Ching-Ching -- Heroes and hostile
hordes: representing the Taiping Rebellion (1850-1864) -- China
against the Allies: interpreting the Boxer Uprising (1899-1901) --
Conclusion: Quilts and kaleidoscopes: visions of China in the literary
imagination.
In her extensively researched exploration of China in British children’s
literature, Shih-Wen Chen provides a sustained critique of the reductive
dichotomies that have limited insight into the cultural and educative
role these fictions played in disseminating ideas and knowledge about
China. Chen considers a range of different genres and types of
publication-travelogue storybooks, historical novels, adventure stories,
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and periodicals-to demonstrate the diversity of images of China in the
Victorian and Edwardian imagination. Turning a critical eye on popular
and prolific writers such as Anne Bowman, William Dalton, Edwin
Harcourt Burrage, Bessie Marchant, G.A. Henty, and Charles Gilson,
Chen shows how Sino-British relations were influential in the
representation of China in children’s literature, challenges the notion
that nineteenth-century children’s literature simply parroted the
dominant ideologies of the age, and offers insights into how attitudes
towards children’s relationship with knowledge changed over the
course of the century. Her book provides a fresh context for
understanding how China was constructed in the period from 1851 to
1911 and sheds light on British cultural history and the history and
uses of children’s literature.
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In this volume, six historians explore new approaches to Isaac Orobio
de Castro (1617-1687), an Amsterdam physician who was the most
widely-read among the early modern defenders of Judaism against
Christian proselytizing. He was also the major author who rebutted
Benedict Spinoza's Freethought from inside his own Sephardic
community. Reflecting on the developments in early modern studies
that have appeared since the publication of Yosef Kaplan's seminal
monograph in 1982, the authors revisit Orobio's intellectual personality
with a focus on transcultural processes, clandestine book culture,
philosophical rhetoric, and literary reception. Born in Portugal to
Christian parents of Jewish ancestry, Orobio left behind a brilliant
career as a court physician in Spain and France when he publicly
embraced Judaism. With academic erudition, he translated Jewish
religious positions into the eclectic philosophy of the day, using both
rationalist and sceptic arguments. His work leaked out into the non-
Jewish world and armed Enlightenment philosophers for their attacks
on Christianity, showing the impact of Jewish criticism on the early
modern quest for philosophical certainty and religious pluralism.


