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New medical technologies are a leading driver of U.S. health care
spending. This report identifies promising policy options to change
which medical technologies are created, with two related policy goals:
(1) Reduce total health care spending with the smallest possible loss of
health benefits, and (2) ensure that new medical products that increase
spending are accompanied by health benefits that are worth the
spending increases.
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"During a wide-reaching catastrophic public health emergency or
disaster, existing surge capacity plans may not be sufficient to enable
healthcare providers to continue to adhere to normal treatment
procedures and follow usual standards of care. This is a particular
concern for emergencies that may severely strain resources across a
large geographic area, such as a pandemic influenza or the detonation
of a nuclear device. Under these circumstances, it may be impossible to
provide care according to the standards of care used in non-disaster
situations, and, under the most extreme circumstances, it may not even
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be possible to provide basic life sustaining interventions to all patients
who need them. Although recent efforts to address these concerns
have accomplished a tremendous amount in just a few years, a great
deal remains to be done in even the most advanced plan. This
workshop summary highlights the extensive work that is already
occurring across the nation. Specifically, the book draws attention to
existing federal, state, and local policies and protocols for crisis
standards of care; discusses current barriers to increased provider and
community engagement; relays examples of existing interstate
collaborations; and presents workshop participants' ideas, comments,
concerns, and potential solutions to some of the most difficult
challenges."--Publisher's description.


