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Intellectual developments of the Western Han dynasty (202 BCE – 9 CE)
have been studied hitherto on the assumptions that a system described
as ‘Confucianism’ acquired paramount importance and that Dong
Zhongshu (ca. 198 to circa 107 BCE) had been responsible for
formulating its principles. In challenging these assumptions, this book
examines Dong’ career and reputation, and his supposed authorship of
the Chunqiu fanlu , for long subject to question. It is concluded that
while some parts of that text may well represent the teachings that
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Dong Zhongshu promoted, some may perhaps date from as late as 79
CE; still others bear an affinity to writings which, banned as being
suspect or potentially subversive, survive in no more than fragmentary
form.
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This is a study of the religious controversy that broke out with Martin
Luther, from the vantage of church property. The controversy
eventually produced a Holy Roman Empire of two churches. This is not
an economic history. Rather, the book shows how acceptance of
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confiscation was won, and how theological advice was essential to the
success of what is sometimes called a crucial if early stage of
confessional state-building. It reviews the character of sacred property
in the late Middle Ages, surveys confiscations in Reformation Germany
on illustrative examples, summarizes the League of Schmalkalden's
defense of confiscations, systematically studies theological memoranda
that shaped a common policy in the League, and shows the role of that
common position in religious politics.


