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Bangla is spoken as the majority language in Bangladesh and the state
of West Bengal in India, and as a minority language in several other
Indian states. With almost 200 million native speakers, it ranks among
the top ten languages in the world in number of speakers. Based on
both primary and secondary materials, the CASL Bangla grammar
provides comprehensive coverage of the phonology, orthography,
morphology, and syntax of Bangla. Plentiful examples of naturally-
occurring sentences provide native orthography, Romanization, and
morpheme-by-morpheme glossing along with free translations. Unlike
many Romanizations of Bangla, our system eschews Sanskritic
influence and instead reflects actual Bangla phonology. We also offer
comparative information of use to linguists, highlighting features of
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Bangla shared with the South Asian sprachbund, such as light verb
constructions, as well as those that differentiate Bangla from its Indo-
Aryan relatives; for example, its unique NP structure. Written in an
accessible style from a theory-neutral perspective, this work will be of
use to linguistic researchers, language scholars, and students of
Bangla. A formal grammar focusing on the morphology is an available
companion work.
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This monograph demonstrates why humanism began in Italy in the
mid-thirteenth century. It considers Petrarch a third generation
humanist, who christianized a secular movement. The analysis traces
the beginning of humanism in poetry and its gradual penetration of
other Latin literary genres, and, through stylistic analyses of texts, the
extent to which imitation of the ancients produced changes in
cognition and visual perception. The volume traces the link between
vernacular translations and the emergence of Florence as the leader of
Latin humanism by 1400 and why, limited to an elite in the fourteenth
century, humanism became a major educational movement in the first
decades of the fifteenth. It revises our conception of the relationship of
Italian humanism to French twelfth-century humanism and of the
character of early Italian humanism itself. This publication has also
been published in hardback, please click here for details.


