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What is the Russian Mafia? This unique book thoroughly researches this
question and challenges widely-held views. The author charts the
emergence of the Russian Mafia in the context of the transition to the
market, the privatization of protection and pervasive corruption. The
ability of the Russian State to define property rights and protect
contracts is compared to the services offered by fragments of the state
apparatus, private security firms, ethnic crime groups, the Cossacksand
the Mafia. Past criminal traditions, rituals and norms have been
resuscitated by the Mafia of today to forge a p
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