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America during the colonial period.  This volume recounts the clashes
and intrigues that played out over the landscape of the Old Southwest
and across six decades as the Spanish, French, British, and ultimately
Americans vied for control. Rivalry began soon after initial discovery,
mapping, and exploration as the world powers, particularly England
and France, competed for control of the lucrative fur trade in the
Mississippi valley. The French attempted to establish trade networks
stretching from the


