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Before Humanity takes up the question of the post- in the posthuman
from the position of ancestrality. Speculating about who or what comes
after the human inevitably throws us back to our very beginnings. The
before in Before Humanity in this context takes on two meanings: 1)
what happened before we apparently became human? - which
translates into a critical reading of paleo-anthropology, as well as
evolutionary narratives of hominization; 2) living through the end of a
certain (humanist, anthropocentric) notion of humanity, what tasks lie
before us? - which provokes a critical reading of the Anthropocene and
current narratives of geologization. In other words, Before Humanity
investigates conceptualizations of humanity and asks whether we have
ever been human and if not, what could, or maybe what should we have
been?.
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This entertaining and innovative book focuses on vocal performance
styles that developed in tandem with the sound technologies of the
phonograph, radio, and sound film. Writing in a clear and lively style,
Jacob Smith looks at these media technologies and industries through
the lens of performance, bringing to light a fascinating nexus of
performer, technology, and audience. Combining theories of film
sound, cultural histories of sound technologies and industries, and
theories of performance, Smith convincingly connects disparate and
largely neglected performance niches to explore the development of a
modern vocal performance. Vocal Tracks: Performance and Sound
Media demonstrates the voice to be a vehicle of performance, identity,
and culture and illustrates both the interconnection of all these
categories and their relation to the media technologies of the past
century.
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