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The author's theory of rights was developed in an earlier work. This
successor volume includes applications, lectures, replies to critics, and
clarifications. For the author, rights exist only if they are embedded in
the operative practices of a community. People have a right in a
community if their claim is acknowledged, and if they would
acknowledge similar claims by others. This account contrasts with
theories of natural rights, which state that humans have rights by virtue
of being human. It also differs from Kantian attempts to derive rights
from the necessary conditions of rationality. While denying that rights
exist independently of a community's practices, the text maintains that
rights to personal autonomy and authority ought to exist in all
communities. Group rights, an anathema among individualistic
theories, are a valuable institution. The work's discussion of rights
appropriate for minority communities is particularly illuminating as a
model of careful reasoning.



