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This book explains the foreign policy decisions of Iranian leaders, as
well as the foreign policy decisions of its neighbors and major world
powers. Iran is not treated primarily as a problem to be dealt with by
the United States and its friends. There is an effort to understand not
only the concerns and policies of the United States and its allies, but
also to understand Iranian concerns and policy. Thus, this book is
better able than many others to explain the actions, reactions, and
interactions of all the relevant actors and to explore the prospects for
future war or peace.||Mattair provid
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Veiled, secluded, submissive, oppressed—the "odalisque" image has
held sway over Western representations of Muslim women since the
Enlightenment of the eighteenth century. Yet during medieval and
Renaissance times, European writers portrayed Muslim women in
exactly the opposite way, as forceful queens of wanton and
intimidating sexuality. In this illuminating study, Mohja Kahf traces the
process through which the "termagant" became an "odalisque" in
Western representations of Muslim women. Drawing examples from
medieval chanson de geste and romance, Renaissance drama,
Enlightenment prose, and Romantic poetry, she links the changing
images of Muslim women to changes in European relations with the
Islamic world, as well as to changing gender dynamics within Western
societies.
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