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Straus argues that the keys for interpreting Stalinism lie in occupational
specialization, on the one hand, and community organization, on the
other. He focuses on the daily life (byt) of the new Soviet workers in the
factory and community, arguing that the most significant new trends
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saw peasants becoming open hearth steel workers, housewives
becoming auto assembly line workers and machine operatives, and
youth training en masse rather than in individualized apprenticeships
for all types of occupations categories in the vocational schools in the
factories, the FZU.
Tapping archival material only recently available and a wealth of
published sources, Straus presents Soviet social history within a new
analytical framework, suggesting that Stalinist forced industrialization
and Soviet proletarianization is best understood within a comparative
European framework, in which the theories of Marx, Durkheim, and
Weber best elucidate both the broad similarities with Western trends
and the striking exceptional aspects of the Soviet experience.


