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Aristotle and Thomas Aquinas -- Roman law and the medieval jurists
-- Synthesis -- Discontinuity in the natural law tradition -- The Anglo-

American reception -- The nineteenth-century reformulation --
Liberalism and nineteenth-century contract law -- Conclusion

The common law of England and the USA and the civil law of

continental Europe have a similar doctrinal structure. This book argues
that this structure was created in the 16th century in an attempt to
synthesize Roman law and the moral philosophies of Aristotle and
Aquinas.



