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The Great Depression was a time of hardship for many Americans, but
for the citizens of Harlem it was made worse by past and present
discrimination. Or Does It Explode? examines Black Harlem from the
1920's through the Depression and New Deal to the outbreak of World
War II. It describes the changing economic and social lives of
Harlemites, and the complex responses of a resilient community to
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racism and poverty. Greenberg demonstrates that far from remaining
passive in the face of hard times, Harlemites mobilized to better their
opportunities and living conditions through numerous organization


