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In the war-fevered spring and summer of 1861, a group of slaves in
Adams County, Mississippi, conspired to gain their freedom by
overthrowing and murdering their white masters. The conspiracy was
discovered, the plotters were arrested and tried, and at least forty

slaves in and around Natchez were hanged. By November the affair was
over, and the planters of the district united to conceal the event behind

a veil of silence. In 1971, Winthrop D. Jordan came upon the central
document, previously unanalyzed by modern scholars, upon which this
extraordinary book is based - a record of the testimony



