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To the Storm by Yue Daiyun and Carolyn Wakeman is the fascinating
story of Yue Daiyun, a faculty member at Beijing University. Yue Daiyun
was a revolutionary from her early school days. She had been a child
during the anti-Japanese war and hated the Guomundang. Accepted as
a student at Beida in 1948, she joined the Communist Party's
underground Demaocratic youth League and became a Party member the
following year and helped with the Liberation of Beijing. While a
student at Beida, she served as a delegate at the Prague 2nd World
Student Congress in 1950 and worked in the countryside on land
reform in 1951-52. Then she graduated from Beida and became a
faculty member in the literature department. She married her husband,
Lao Tang, the day after their graduation. He obtained a faculty position
in the philosophy department. Both were loyal to Chairman Mao and
the goals of the Revolution. Their lives went smoothly for several
years until 1958. Yue Daiyun taught Chinese literature and took part in
many activities on campus. She read many Western books and



supported the formation of a new literary magazine on campus. This
eventually brought her into conflict with the authorities and the
beginning of two decades of problems and persecution for her and her
family. The Party had encouraged openness and criticism of its
mistakes and deficiencies in the system. Yue Daiyun had taken part in
the discussions, believing that she was helping to build a better

China. Summoned to a meeting at her department one day, she was
denounced as a rightist. She did not understand what she did wrong,
but she was quickly relieved of her teaching duties and sent to the
countryside to work and live with the peasants for two years. This was
the first of her suspensions from teaching. Both Yue Daiyun and her
husband, Lao Tang, were caught up in the persecution and violence of
the Cultural Revolution. They had spent two years at a cadre school in
Liyouhoz and when they returned to Beijing, Lao Tang was selected to
work on a special task force called Liang Xaio. This brought Lao Tang
and the group into close association with Jiang Qing and the Gang of
Four. When the Gang of Four was arrested, Lao Tang suffered through a
year long investigation before being cleared. Throughout this time their
family suffered from the persecution of others. In the end, the
authorities admitted that they were wrong in their case against her and
reinstated her Party membership. In this interesting autobiography,
Yue Daiyun tells her story of the life she and her family lived during
these somewhat violent and terror-filled years in China.



