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The patterns and course of contact between traders from Europe and
the Indian populations are described and both English and French
sources are used to reveal the competition between the two groups of
traders and its impact on the native people. As the Hudson's Bay
Company was the one permanent European presence during the period,
this ethnohistorical study makes extensive use of unpublished HBC
papers. The authors also examine such issues as the rise of a
homeguard population at the trading posts, the trading captain system,
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the development of hamily hunting territories, and the issue of
dependence and interdependence. Partners in Furs provides new
insight and makes a significant contribution to current scholarly inquiry
into the impact of the fur trade on the native populations.


